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Artist Strives to Create and Serve Through His Work 


Mixed mediums, bold 
colour, and intriguing 
Subject matter 
characterize latest 
exhibition 


BY JENNIFER NANNINGA 


Elohim is the mighty Creator. Of great and 
small, of complex and plain, nothing is too 
difficult or beyond His imagination to cre- 
ate. Within the Potter’s sure and able hands 
all is made and molded as He desires. The ris- 
ing and setting sun, crashing waves, dancing 
leaves, and old creaking trees respond by call- 
ing out, “Majesty! Glory! Great is God Most 
High.” 

Like creation, we too must respond. We 
are clay pots bearing the Potter's fingerprints. 
There is no excuse for missing His signature in 
the mosaic around us, “for since the creation 
of the world God's invisible qualities—His 
eternal power and divine nature—have been 
clearly seen, being understood from what has 
been made, so that men are without excuse.” 

Upon seeing and listening to His creation 
with our hearts, we, His masterpieces, are im- 


ce 


Everything I do is simply 
an outworking of 
what I’m thinking, or 


feeling, or living, or 
hearing from God. 


”» 


— JIM PATERSON 


Jim Paterson's “Mother serving turkey amidst ho 


Oil on canvas, 1989, 


bued with delightful wonder for all that God 
is, and we are given a God-seeing discern- 
ment for all that He is doing in His world. 
With an eye for His work, our responses may 
vary in feeling: we may be Over. 


soul-gripping reminder that 
we are dependent on Elohim 
and that He alone deserves all 
our worship. Please do not hold 
back your rejoicing for all that 
He is, has done, and promises 
to do! 

God’s creation can inspire 
the created to create, for it isa 
way of imaging our Maker. The 


whelmed, convicted, stilled, or) 
loved, but we are united in a 


Tific visions” 
= 
tian artist is called particularly to create 
be an obedient servant. With a gallery 
of creations, there is ample proof that Jim 
rson is striving to be faithful to this man- 
te. When Paterson went 1p to speak about 
is show here at Redeemer, titled “A Twenty- 
five Year Retrospective,” his main emphasis 
was on being a servant to Christ. 

He encouraged art students to be vocal 
about what they do and create and to be artic- 
ulate without fear and shame. Moved by the 
Holy Spirit, Paterson closed his speech with 
an encouraging message for artists: “Be strong 
and courageous. Do not be terrified, for God 
has filled us with His Spirit. He goes with us 


SEE “PLAYFULNESS,” PAGE 6 


C. Stephen Evans’ Visit Stirs Philosophical Debate 


Does the heart have a 
role to play in Christian 
philosophy? 


BY RICHARD GREYDANUS 


Soren Kierkegaard is notorious for his dis- 
like of systematic philosophy, in particular 
The System proposed by G. W. F. Hegel. Now 
consider how Herman Dooyeweerd once pro- 
fessed an affinity for the The System’s de- 
scription of how ideas work themselves out 
in history. Perhaps we might find a delicious 
irony in a recent visit to Redeemer by C. 
Stephan Evans, who has spent his life study- 
ing Kierkegaard. Has an old debate been re- 
newed? 

Evans is a professor of philosophy and hu- 


The leadership team of Kuyper’s Café poses with C. Stephen Evans and 


manities at Baylor University in Waco, Texas. 
He received his B.A. from Wheaton and an 
M.A. and a PhD from Yale. Evans is the author 
of numerous books, including Faith Beyond 
Reason and The Historical Christ and the Jesus 
of Faith: The Incarnational Narrative as History. 
Currently, his research looks at the Christian 
ethic outlined in Kierkegaard’s The Works of 
Love. 

The theme of Evans’ visit can be summed up 
in one question: what does Kierkegaard have 
to say to Reformed philosophy? In a brief in- 
terview, Professor Craig Bartholomew stated, 
“Kierkegaard is a necessary corrective to much 
of Neo-Calvinism cerebralism.” 

In the first of four lectures, Evans “brilliant- 
ly unpacked the thought of Kierkegaard,” said 
another professor who had listened to his giv- 
ing the lecture to a Philosophy 121 class. 

Evans addressed a much-enlarged Kuyper’s 
Cafe on February 3. The usual 20-person group 


Craig Bartholomew during Evans’ visit to Redeemer. Left to right: C. Stephen Evans, Seth 
Veenstra, Andrew Vis, Craig Bartholomew, Brittany Goheen, Joel Haas, and Rob Joustra. 
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was joined by approximately another 80 bod- 
ies, leaving only standing room in the execu- 
tive dining room. 

To begin the second lecture, Evans posi- 
tioned the Danish philosopher in relation to 
Reformed thought. Kierkegaard will not be 
pressed into a Reformed mould, he stated. 
Ecclesiology and political science, which are 
among the usual themes in the world-forma- 
tive Neo-Calvinist tradition, cannot be found 
in his philosophy, for Kierkegaard saw himself 
as offering a corrective in a context that he be- 
lieved had acclimated itself to non-Christian 
practices, 

Evans himself professed a deep appreciation 
for the work of Abraham Kuyper, to whom he 
had been exposed while teaching at Calvin 
College in Grand Rapids. But Kierkegaard ad- 
dressed questions that greatly differed from 
those addressed by the Dutch statesman. 
Kierkegaard was a Lutheran, though by virtue 
of his appreciation of the epistle of James—the 
very book Luther despised —he was not a typi- 
cal Lutheran, And he was heavily influenced 
by German pietism. His thought, as a result, 
is far more introspective than most Neo- 
Calvinists are used to. 

Evans is far more familiar with the Reformed 
Epistemology of Alvin Plantinga and Nicholas 
Wolterstorff than he is with Neo-Calvinism. 
Kierkegaard, he believed, shared several 
points in common with this strain of Reformed 
thinking. This is especially seen in his denial of 
the possibility of having objective and neutral 
reason. Rather, we are shaped by the orienta- 
tion of our hearts; thus the Christian strives 
not for objective knowledge but to know God 
through Christ—this faith is the cure for rea- 
son damaged by sin. 

Kierkegaard has been accused of being a 
fideist, one who relies on faith rather than rea- 
son when pursuing truth. Evans noted that 


SEE “KIERKEGAARD,” PAGE 3 
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Oxford 
Students Bathe 
in England’s 
Culture 


Visits to historic galleries, 
museums, and pubs just 
the beginning 


BY MARIANNE DEJONG 


After merely five weeks, England has begun 
to feel like home to me. I no longer resemble 
a tourist as I confidently traverse the streets of 
Oxford. When people ask me for directions, I 
no longer say “I’m foreign.” I no longer search 
my change purse with confusion, looking for 
the correct tender. I have fallen in love with 
this country. 

The reasons for my infatuation are numer- 
ous and varied, but I must say that’London 
is a jewel in the crown of England. This past 
week, the ABU-Oxford group travelled there 
for a three-day immersion in the city. I must 
admit that I felt a little intimidated by the un- 
derground, London's subway system, which 
is known here as “the tube.” A colourful map 
of intersecting lines that depicted the system 
caused many of us some ill-placed angst. In 
reality, the tube 
is much more 
straightforward 
and useful than 
Toronto’s sub- 
way. 

Free admis- 
sion to a wide va- 
riety of London 
museums is a 
perk of  visit- 
ing the city. The 
National Gallery 
in Trafalgar 
Square houses a 
vast number of 
paintings, from 
Leonardo da 
Vinci to Vincent 


After merely five 
weeks, England 


van Gogh. In has begun to 
close proxim-| feel like home to 
ity, you can visit 

the National | =e. I no longer 


resemble a tourist 
as I confidently 


Portrait Gallery, 
which contains 
the 


Shakecpeare, | traverse the streets 
Queen Victoria, of Oxford. When 
Ian Mckellen, people ask me for 


Prince William, 
and pretty much 
any Brit that you 
can think of. 

If you are feel- 
ing adventurous ry 
or lonely, you 
can take a seat 
and watch an 
hour-and-a-half 
video of David Beckham sleeping. Another 
museum that may be of particular interest to 
the history fanatic is the Apsley House. This is 
the Duke of Wellington’s former abode, and it 
is filled with the items that he received as trib- 
ute to his defeat of Napoleon. This is also home 
to his many medals and paintings. In the great 
dining hall there is a magnificent centrepiece 
of gold. The Apsley house is not well known, 
but it is a delightful place to visit. 

The Tate galleries of London are another 
must-see. We went to the Tate Britain, which 
chronicles the history of British art from 
1500 to 2005. Here one can find the works of 
Rosetti, Turner, Millais, and Gainsborough. 
If you have time, you can also visit the Tate 
Modern, Tate Liverpool, and Tate St. Ives. 


directions, I no 
longer say, ‘I’m 
foreign.’ 


~— MARIANNE DEJONG 


SEE “LONDON,” PAGE 4 
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COMMENTARY 


the snow off their cars for the 
final time this year. 
First-years are starting to 
feel like hardened veterans 
with the “university thing,” 
while fourth-years are count- 
ing the days until graduation 
and worrying about finding 
“real jobs.” The onset of near- 
end-of-winter blahs and cabin 
fever, combined with papers, 
presentations, and midterms, 
can be both frustrating and 
disheartening for students. 
Although there is no spe- 
cific theme for this issue of 
The Crown, I think that it is 
possible to draw some con- 
nections between several ar- 
ticles and features that can 
teach us a thing or two, espe- 
cially at this time of the year. 
Around this time last semes- 


Editorial 


BY JENNIFER WEENING 


The date is March 2, 2005. 
Six and a half weeks of class- 
es remain. Reading Break is 
already a distant memory, 
and most of us hardly seem 
to have enough time to cook 
ourselves a proper dinner 
before rushing off to night 
class or burying ourselves 
in our homework. 

On-campus students are 
longing for days when the 
temperature will rise high 
enough to allow backyard 
tanning and “studying” ses- 
sions; off-campus students 
can’t wait until they brush 


ing attention. 


icicles on eavestroughs and 
branches, and the cityscapes 
and rural scenes can be such 
sources of beauty and relax- 
ation, as long as you are pay- 


When I'm driving, I like to 
get where I’m going as fast as 
I can, and I rarely take time 
even to notice what’s around 
me. I complain about the sun 
in my eyes and the traffic that 
the snowfall causes. 

But on a recent trip to 
Pennsylvania on the bus, I 
had nothing to do but stare 
out the windows and mar- 
vel at the beauty that sur- 
rounded me. Slowing down 
and looking closer, trying to 
find the wonder of the mun- 
dane and the beauty of the 
everyday—even in the cold 


Extinguish Those Winter Blahs: Stop, Look, and Consider 


ter, | wrote an editorial that 
asked whether busyness had 
become an idol in our lives. 
I wondered about the role of 
relaxation and how we might 
learn to relax without feeling 
idle. I said then that I had no 
answers, but I think this issue 
provides a few: slow down, 
take a breath, look closer, and 
consider others, 

The photo contest (page 
ten) and the artwork of Jim 
Paterson (pages one and six) 
are two beautiful examples 
of people taking the time 
to slow down to look clos- 
er. I have just begun to get 
into photography myself, 
and it is amazing what you 
can see when you are look- 
ing for photo opportunities, 
The sunrises and sunsets, the 


fic. 


and the snow—is something 
that we can do to combat the 
bleakness that we tend to feel 
while we’re buried in home- 
work or stuck in winter traf- 


Over Reading Break, sev- 
eral students had the oppor- 
tunity to take part in various 
mission trips—Amsterdam, 
Mississippi, and Downtown 
Hamilton (read about them 
on pages four and _ five). 
Considering others and tak- 
ing time away from our own 
desires—whether sacrificing 
our Sunday afternoon nap or 
our entire Reading Break! — 
can be a rewarding cure to the 
March, post-break blahs. 

The Student Life-run H2O 
group (Help2Others) orga- 
nizes regular trips to vari- 


ous Hamilton missions, 
and they are always look- 
ing for more volunteers. A 
mission trip to the Montreal 
Seafarer’s centre is also in 
the works for later on this 
month. Read the accounts of 
others’ experiences on such 
trips and consider the possi- 
bility of participating in one 
yourself. Putting ourselves 
aside and considering oth- 
ers’ needs can be one way 
of escaping the idolatry that 
busyness sometimes seems 
to become in our lives. 

Perhaps you can think 
of other ways of avoiding 
the dreariness of this time 
in the semester. Check out 
Voices this issue for some 
other students’ suggestions 
on beating the blahs! « ? 


“What Do You Do to Take a Break From the Stress in Your Life?” 
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Relationships: Are They Really Worth it? 


Is difficulty of 
saying goodbye 
outweighed by the 
preceding joy? 


BY NAOMI SEAGRAM 


From the headline of this article 
you might think that you are about 
to read about the worthlessness of 
dating and the worthiness of being 
single. I can assure you that this ar- 
ticle has nothing to do with either; in 
fact, the relationships that I’m talk- 
ing about are of the platonic nature. 
So rest assured, and please read on. 

Recently, the Concert Choir here 
at Redeemer went on tour. It was 
a short one this year, but it was 
still filled with many memories. 
Returning from tour has always 
been a bit of a let down, We work so 
hard for however long we are away 
and then all of a sudden—noth- 
ing. You wake up the next morning 
thinking, “I’ve got to get ready, the 
bus is leaving at 8:30,” and then you 
remember that there is no bus wait- 
ing, you are not at a billet’s house, 
and your tour buddy is not in the 
room beside you. Perhaps this is a 
bad analogy, but coming off Choir 
tour is like coming off a drug: you 
go through withdrawal. And for 
those of us who will not be return- 
ing to school or to Choir because 
we have to graduate eventually, the 
withdrawal seems even greater. 


I've been on tour three times now. 
Each year is different from the one 
before, and each year I go home 
wishing that it could have lasted 
longer, despite the fact that I’m ut- 
terly exhausted. I can remember the 
sadness of the last concerts on tour, 
knowing that in a few short hours 
we would be done, and for some 
in the Choir there would not be an- 
other tour next year. Last year I re- 
member hearing people talk about 
how much Choir has meant to them 
and how much they will miss being 
in it, not just for the singing but for 
the fellowship as well. I remember 
being upset as I said my goodbyes 
to those graduating. But the sadness 
that comes with being the one grad- 
uating is completely different. 

The tour this year was during 
Reading Week, rather than in May 
after school is finished, so it is not 
the end yet, but it gives you a feel for 
what the end will be like. I did a lot 
of thinking in the days that followed 
tour. A little bit of crying too, but 
mostly thinking and praying. 

I asked myself: is it really worth 
it? Is it worth it getting to know peo- 
ple so well, spending so much time 
with them, and sharing your pas- 
sion with them, only to have to say 
goodbye? This may sound funny to 
some people, but I assure you I’m 
not trying to be funny; I’m actually 
dead serious. Some people may not 
understand my concerns. Some peo- 
ple may never go farther away than 
a couple hours from their friends 
and family. 

But when | leave at the end of the 
year, I'm moving to a different coun- 


try, so the reality of leaving behind 
people that I have grown to love is 
very real for me. When I think about 
those people to whom I have grown 
closest, and then I realize that | 
won't be seeing them every day next 
year, my heart drops. And again | 
ask: is it really worth it? What is the 
point in getting so close to people 
only to leave after a while? Doesn’t 
it hurt too much? 

It doesn’t take long for the an- 
swers to emerge. Yes, it is real- 
ly worth it. No, it doesn’t hurt too 
much, And the longer I spend think- 
ing about it and what God would 
say if He were in my shoes, | real- 
ize that I would not trade my re- 
lationships for anything. | realize 
that my life at Redeemer (and other 
places, for that matter) would in 
fact seem empty to me without the 
friendships that have developed. If 
I had not joined the choir, if I had 
not opened myself a little bit to the 
people around me, and if I had not 
made myself vulnerable in order to 
get to know them, I would be leav- 
ing Redeemer with only a piece of 
paper to show for my time here. 

Please don’t hear what I’m not 
saying. I highly value the educa- 
tion I’ve received here at Redeemer, 
and I have been blessed, stretched, 
and equipped by the professors and 
their instruction. All | am saying is 
that too many people live their lives 
afraid, or simply too busy, to get 
close to people. From my experi- 
ence, developing relationships and 
then later having to say goodbye is 
always better than having no one to 
say goodbye to at all. €” 
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Professor Goheen to Teach at Trin 


Dynamic, 
publishing prof 
set to leave 
Redeemer in 
August 


BY TRACY VOORBERG 


“What? He's leaving? 
Where’s he going?” These 
are some of the questions 
that were raised by Redeemer 
students this year when they 
learned that Redeemer will 
have to say goodbye to several 
of its professors, who will ei- 
ther retire or depart for other 
institutions. One of those who 
will leave us at the end of the 
year is Assistant Professor of 
Religion and Theology Dr. 
Michael Goheen. 

Goheen has accepted a 
position at Trinity Western 
University in Langley, British 
Columbia, where he will take 
over the Geneva Chair for 
Reformational | Worldview 
Studies. He explained, “My 
teaching responsibilities will 
be less: four courses per year 


instead of six, but I'll be trav- 
elling and speaking and ex- 
pected to publish.” 

Goheen first came _ to 
Redeemer in 1994, A part of 
his appointment was to teach 
Introduction to Worldview 
121, a new course that stu- 
dents had requested the uni- 
versity to provide. He wrote 
the interdisciplinary course 
with materials from Dordt 
College, where he had taught 
previously. 

The other thing that drew 
him to Redeemer was the 
fact that he was Canadian 
and wanted to come back 
to Canada, Ontario. While 
here, he has written two 
books; the second, co-au- 
thored by Professor Craig 
Bartholomew, was _ pub- 
lished recently. Goheen first 
bumped into Bartholomew 
at a Lesslie Newbigin collo- 
quium in England in 1995. 
“Three people told me I had 
to meet him,” Goheen ex- 
plained. 

When he was asked what 
he appreciates most about 
Redeemer, Goheen noted sev- 
eral things: “The colleagues 
I’ve had: Al Wolters, Gene 
Haas, David Koyzis, Jim 
Payton, Harry VanDyke... 


Redeemer has a terrific fac- 
ulty. The upper level mis- 
sion students; they take five 
courses, and you get to know 
them well. Third is Craig 
Bartholomew—I forgot to 
mention him earlier, but he’s 
one of the few I'll miss the 
most. However, we'll still 
have a close working rela- 
tionship—that will contin- 
ue, We've agreed to spend a 
month each summer writing 
together—we’ve got several 
books in the pipeline.” 

This summer, Goheen and 
Dr. Albert Wolters will spend 
the month of July on a speak- 
ing tour in Australia and New 
Zealand. 

The Goheen family plans 
to move in August; Goheen’s 
youngest daughter will 
begin her first year at Trinity 
Western next fall, while his 
other two daughters will re- 
main in Ontario to complete 
their education. His son will 
also follow him, but on his 
own “as one half of a married 
couple.” 

Redeemer students will 
certainly miss Goheen and his 
engaging method of teaching, 
but we want to wish him all 
the best in his new position at 
Trinity. «? 
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Dr. Mike Goheen, Assistant Professor of Religion and Theology, will be leaving “O%&4 HENSEN 
Redeemer after this academic year to accept a position at Trinity Western University in 
Langley, B.C. There, he will hold the Geneva Chair for Reformational Worldview Studies. 


Bob Rae Tables Recommendations on Postsecondary Education 


Proposals 

for public 

institutions 
affect Redeemer 


BY CRAIG VANDERVEEN 


When Premier Dalton 
McGuinty came into power 
with the 2004 Ontario pro- 
vincial election, he ordered 
a review of the current post- 
secondary education  sys- 
tem. Heading this review 
was a former Premier, the 
Honourable Bob Rae, who 
served as an advisor to both 
the Premier and the Minister 
of Training, Colleges, and 
Universities. 

Instructed to develop a 
postsecondary education 
plan, Rae was to focus on ac- 
cessibility, quality of educa- 
tion, collaboration between 
post-secondary institutions, 
sustainability of the new 
system, and bringing ac- 


countability to both the in- 
stitutions and government. 
After months of working on 
his report, he delivered his 
series of recommendations to 
the Premier and Minister on 
February 7, 2005. 

Alongside the problems 
that it was supposed to ad- 
dress, the report focused on 
issues such as the postsec- 
ondary education system’s 
lack of a clear sense of pur- 
pose, direction, and financial 
support from the govern- 
ment—as well as the govern- 
ment’s decrease in financial 
support over the past thirty 
years. 

Also evaluated were the 
high ratio of academic pro- 
fessors on the verge of re- 
tirement; the government's 
lack of clarity on its finan- 
cial support of research and 
innovation; changing demo- 
graphics within postsecond- 
ary institutions; and the need 
to improve access to both 
physically handicapped and 
Native people. 

To try to solve the above 


problems that our postsec- 
ondary institutions are cur- 
rently facing, the Rae Review 
gave a set of 28 recommen- 
dations for action. Because 
Redeemer is a privately-fund- 


ed university, many of the: 


recommendations will not 
affect us. Yet the recommen- 
dations for student financial 
aid will affect Redeemer stu- 
dents, along with those in the 
public postsecondary educa- 
tion system. Among the rec- 
ommendations, the following 
stand out: 

1) “Finance and Ontario 
Learning Bond program to 
encourage saving for high- 
er education by low-income 
families so that parents can 
prepare for and contribute 
financially to their children’s 
future college or university 
education” (p, 39), 

2) “Introducing a provin- 
cial grant for low-income 
students to cover tuition and 
compulsory ancillary fees for 
the first four years of study 
to a maximum of $6,000 
per year [it was previously 


$4,500]. Institutions that set 
higher fees will be required 
to provide grants to cover 
any additional amounts for 
students in need” (p. 40). 

3) “Increasing provincial 
student loan limits to cover 
the first $6,000 of tuition and 
compulsory ancillary fees for 
students who have financial 
need but are not eligible for 
the new provincial grants, 
and requiring institutions 
that charge more to provide 
grants to students who do 
not have the financial re- 
sources to cover the addition- 
al costs” (p. 40). 

4) “Reducing the contribu- 
tion parents are expected to 
make towards their children’s 
education when determining 
eligibility for Canada and 
Ontario Student Loans; ex- 
tending supplemental loans 
to help parents meet their ex- 
pected contributions, up to 
the full amount of tuition and 
compulsory ancillary fees; in 
cases where parents refuse to 
provide the required assis- 
tance, the loan may be trans- 


ferred to the students upon 
appeal” (p. 40). 

5) “Help students repay 
their debt through reducing 
the interest rate on Canada 
Student Loans from 2.5% 
to 1%, establishing a pay- 
ment plan based on income, 
and forgiving more debt for 
those who cannot pay it.” 
(pg. 40) 

6) “After 2006 when the 
freeze on tuition is released, 
and the new financial sup- 
port systems are in place, tu- 
ition costs should be based on 
the net cost of tuition [tuition 
costs—grants, loans, bursa- 
ries, etc.]” (p. 107). 

President Cooper has stated 
that Redeemer welcomes these 
new recommendations concern- 
ing student financial aid, and he 
has pointed out that the govern- 
ment has not increased financial 
aid since 1992. Yet with no new 
budgeted increases for student 
financial aid in the proposed 
federal budget, the question re- 
mains: will we actually see any 
of these recommendations put 
into effect? « * 


Kierkegaard’s Epistemology Among Topics at Recent Kuyper’s Café 
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Reformed thinkers are often 
accused of the same thing. Is 
the justification warranted? If 
by fideist, a rejection of rea- 
son with no concern for truth 
is meant, then certainly not. 
But Kierkegaard is concerned 
with exploring the character 
and limits of the human ratio- 
nal faculty. 

In a debate between inter- 
nalist and externalist episte- 
mologies, Kierkegaard sides 
with Reformed thinkers under 
the latter rubric. Epistemology 
done from an externalist per- 


spective presupposes that 
humans possess the faculties 
necessary to “make sense” of 


the whole world, whereas the 
internalist perspective does 
not. At stake is whether we 
can trust what we know, is 
else we fall into some sort of 
relativism or skepticism, 
Plantinga thinks et 
ulties are designed by God 
to gather knowledge, though 
this sensus divinitatus is sub- 
ject to the fallen nature of sin- 
ful human condition, Taking 
a slightly different approach, 
Kierkegaard places BE rp 
phasis on the emotions and 
posits that coming to eo 
God's plan requires an inward 
transformation —in order c 
know truth, we must beads 


more truthful, which involves 
the cultivation of godly emo- 
tions. 

Kierkegaard has received 
bad press from some for being, 
the “Father of Existentialism,” 
to which is attached a list 
of intellectual progeny that 
usually includes Frederich 
Nietzsche. In his third lecture, 
Evans moved to redeem him 
from this less-than-glowing 
appraisal. Kierkegaard is nei- 
ther modern nor post-mod- 
ern, he claimed, but instead 
offers a faithful Christian ac- 
count of what it is to know. 

Both modernity and _post- 
modernity hold that if there is 
an objective truth, there must 
be an objective method to get 
at that truth. But, whereas mo- 
dernity believed such a meth- 
od exists, post-modernity has 
denied the very possibility 
that it can. Kierkegaard re- 
pudiates the idol of objective 
truth. Humans are creatures of 
God, finite, and fallen—these 
three truths about human na- 
ture have large epistemologi- 
cal implications. 

Evans referred to 
Kierkegaard’s argument 
against The System. Hegel 
purported to give a complete 
account of truth. Kierkegaard, 
for his part, argued that a 
Christian philosophy would 
account for the incomplete na- 
ture of the present human life 


and any theories we hold to. 
Does this not leave us in the 
grips of a relativistic account 
of the nature of knowledge? 
Hardly, says Kierkegaard, for 
God possesses a complete ac- 
count of truth. By accepting 
our status as finite beings cre- 
ated by God, we can escape 
the epistemological problems 
created by 
modernity 
and__— post- 
modernity. 
As for our 
striving 
to under- 
stand our- 
selves and 


orist of moral obligations, is 
able to chart a faithful course. 

Love understood as a spon- 
taneous and uncontrollable 
emotion fails to do justice to 
the human experience of liv- 
ing and feeling. It is possible to 
draw a distinction between an 
immediate emotional response 
and carefully cultivated emo- 
tional _ pat- 
terns. In a 
marriage 
relationship 
the necessi- 
ty of draw- 
ing such a 
distinction 
becomes 


the creation apparent. 
better, we Assuming 
must trust that =mar- 
that the riages must 
God who be based 
takes on love, if 
active role 

in humans’ Kierkegaard scholar C. Stephen i is 
lives will Evans, during his recent visitto —44,, pres- 
not mislead Redeemer. ent moment 
His faithful “feel” love 


children, 

Evans gave his final lec 
ture on Kierkegaard’s ethic of 
love. Here Evans challenged 
those who understood love 
as a spontaneous emotion that 
humans have no control over. 
By contrast, God commands 
us to love—the supreme 
duty of Christians, Again, 
Kierkegaard, the divine the- 


for his wife, or vice versa, is he 
living a lie? 

Kierkegaard focuses on 
the Second Commandment: 
to love one’s neighbour as 
oneself. Of all the forms of 
human love, this neighbourly 
love sets itself apart because 
it alone is expressed apart 
from the expectance of that 
love being returned. And only 


when our love is commanded 
by God are we truly free to 
love one another; our selfish- 
ness is transformed into hum- 
ble service to God, in whom 
all things are set aright. 

The interest shown by 
the Redeemer community 
in Evans’ work is consider- 
able. Each of the lectures was 
well attended—a_ testament 
to Bartholomew’s promotion- 
al work. 

Bartholomew has ___also 
made Redeemer an _attrac- 
tive destination for visiting 
scholars. The next issue of The 
Crown will report on a visit 
by David Naugle, a world- 
view guru and friend of his. 
Jacob Ellens noted, in the 
course of Evans’ visit, the role 
Bartholomew had played as 
a man with good ideas about 
whom to invite to lecture. 
During the course of the last 
lecture, Wayne Norman spoke 
highly about Bartholomew’s 
networking abilities. 

Evans has contributed sev- 
eral times to Bartholomew’s 
soon-to-be six-volume 
Scripture and Hermeneutics 
Series. (The sixth volume, 
Reading Luke, is _ sched- 
uled to be released in 2005.) 
Bartholomew, for his part, 
possesses a deep affection for 
the “Danish saint,” which 
has no doubt been fed by his 
friendship with Evans. « ? 


BY JAKE BELDER & 
AARON VERHOEF 


SLOVAKIA 

Both U.S. President Bush 
and Russian President Putin 
met in this country’s capital 
last Thursday and agreed 
that something should be 
done to dismantle North 
Korea’s nuclear weapons 
and that Iran should be pre- 
vented from getting any nu- 
clear weapons at all. 

In recent weeks, the 
Russian government has 
come under increasing criti- 
cism not to go ahead in pro- 
viding fuel for the nuclear 
reactor it is currently build- 
ing in Iran. Bush also ex- 
pressed concern that Russian 
democracy is heading down 
the wrong road. Putin as- 
sured Bush that, though he 
has yet to make changes, 
any possibility of the current 
government turning to total- 
itarianism can be ruled out. 


SYRIA 

Under pressure from the 
United Nations, Syria has 
committed itself to pulling 
some of its troops out of 
Lebanon—though they did 
not agree to pull out entirely, 
as the international commu- 
nity has urged. Syrian troops 
have been in the region since 
1976, and the pressure to 
withdraw has __ increased 
since former Lebanese Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri was 
assassinated by a massive 
car bomb on February 14. 
Lebanon has accused Syria 
of involvement in the inci- 
dent, but Syria strongly de- 
nies it. 


VIETNAM 

A new bird flu, official- 
ly named H5N1 Bird Flu 
Virus, has broken out in 
Vietnam and infected peo- 
ple in 35 of the country’s 64 
provinces. 13 people have 
died in Vietnam so far this 
year, while the virus killed 
46 people in Asia last year. 
In an effort to curb the in- 
fections, over 140 million 
birds have been slaugh- 
tered. There has been a lack 
of commitment from inter- 
national donors to help in 
the fight against the dis- 
ease, and the World Health 
Organization warns that this 
now poses a very grave dan- 
ger to the world, ¢ ? 
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RUC Students Enter Spiritual 
Warfare Raging in Amsterdam 


Trip serves 
as witness to 
transforming 
power of the 

Gospel 


BY TIMOTHY 
VANALSTYNE 


The flag of the city of 
Amsterdam is made up of 
horizontal red and_ black 
stripes, with three white Xs in 
the centre of the black stripe. 
It's very Amsterdam: cool, an- 
cient yet modern, and a wee 
bit dodgy. 

Much like the city itself, 
however, the flag has more 
meaning if one looks a little 
closer. In fact, the Xs original- 
ly stood not for sketchiness 
(although it may or may not 
carry that connotation today) 
but for the heroic, resolute, 
and merciful qualities that 
Amsterdammers have tried 
to embody through the ages. 

Amsterdam is a place that 
North American Christians 
often easily dismiss. We've 
all heard the stories: “spe- 
cial” brownies, legal prosti- 
tution, assisted suicide, and 
so on. And in fact, the church 
has pretty much written it off 
as a hopeless case, useful for 
instructing naive college-age 
kids about the godlessness 
of western culture and not 
much else. 

But the ten Redeemer 
students and one Assistant 
Dean of Students—Jimmy 
Bender, Wayne DeBoer, Tal 
Dykstra, Kimber Ebels, Renee 
Grootenboer, Joel Knight, 
Katie McBride, Timmy Van 
Alstyne, Sue Van Daalen, 
Julie Zantingh, and Eileen 
Fallon, _respectively—who 
went on the 10-day trip to 
Holland's capital learned that 
the Holy Spirit is working in 
power in the sin-broken city 
of Amsterdam. We found 
Amsterdammers’ openness to 
Christ and the Gospel amaz- 
ing and humbling. We were 
reminded of Jesus’ warn- 
ing—that the sinners and 
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Jimmy Bender scrapes 
the paint from a 
banister at Sam’s Inn 
(YWAM’s Samaritan’s 


The team poses at Zaanse Schans, the 
“town of a thousand windmills.” 


prostitutes are entering the 
kingdom before us Pharisees. 

Our main contacts were 
Rik and Aleke Dekker. They 
are both engaged in work to 
reach out to ordinary peo- 
ple at clubs, cafés, and so 
on, building relationships in 
order to show Christ's love 
to those who need Him. The 
Dekkers live in a four-story 
building with several other 
individuals and _ families, 
most of whom are also en- 
gaged in some sort of mission 
work. On the ground floor of 
their building is a Christian 
bookstore and a Christian 
café. The Amsterdam team 
spent most mornings learning 
from Aleke Dekker about the 
challenges of mission work in 
an urban context. 

As jetlagged as we were, 
we found her teaching in- 
sightful and relevant. Aleke 
Dekker echoed some of the 
themes that are repeatedly 
touched on at Redeemer, like 
the need for the Holy Spirit's 
changing power in every as- 
pect of a believer's life and 
the ways sin and injustice 
pervade the ideologies and 
structures of public life. This 
was encouraging because 
she was able to give concrete 
examples of the way these 
themes play out in the lives 
of people she has ministered 
to. It was easy to see that she 
is passionate about the spiri- 
tual and material well-being 
of those around her, and her 
passion was infectious. 

We didn’t just hear about 


ministries happening in 
Amsterdam; we had_ the 
chance to participate for 


ourselves in several. Several 
times, we gave testimonies 
and helped lead worship 
at De Cleeft (The Cleft), a 
church in the red-light dis- 
trict that mainly ministers to 
homeless people. 

After the service, we had 
conversations with many of 
the men and women at the 
service. It was heartbreaking 
to hear their stories of betray- 
al, abandonment, and depres- 
sion and to see their longing 
for something that would ful- 
fill their desires more than 
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drugs, alcohol, and other de- 
structive patterns of behav- 
iour and thought. Yet they 
had still come to De Cleeft 
and were beginning to em- 
brace the hope and peace that 
Christ alone can give. 

Another stretching experi- 
ence was known to us only as 
“the apron thing” until some- 
one finally explained that we 
would be putting on bright 
red aprons—which _ read, 
in both Dutch and English, 
“Prayer Changes Things” — 
and approaching people on 
the street to ask if they need- 
ed prayer. Eight of us went 
out in teams, while three of 
us stayed behind to pray for 
those who would be praying 
on the street. 

Although we were as- 
tounded to see God give us 
the strength and the cour- 
age to ask random strangers 
if they wanted prayer, the 
most exciting part was com- 
ing back together to find that 
God had repeatedly given 
concrete, immediate answers 
to the prayers of the three 


team members who had 
stayed back. 

For instance, they had 
prayed specifically __ that 


Jimmy, who is an art major 
and loves music, would be 
able to speak to people who 
are also interested in art and 
music, and God did exactly 
that. Over and over through 
the course of the week, we 
saw that God makes “divine 
appointments” for us if we 
ask Him for them. We learned 
in a powerful way that prayer 
does indeed change things. 

We were also given the 
opportunity to experi- 
ence Amsterdam's nightlife 
through the “City Walk,” 
in which we went to a va- 
riety of nightclubs across 
Amsterdam, from jazz bars 
to Goth cafés and hip-hop 
clubs. 

So far, you’ve only heard 
the easy stuff. The real com- 
fort-zone-destroying  expe- 
rience happened right in 


Rik and Aleke’s house, as 
we painted a back stairway. 
Ordinarily painting is a rela- 
tively safe endeavour; how- 
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Members of the Amsterdam mission team ( 


Wayne De Boer, Joel Knight, Tim 
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VanAlstyne, Julie Zantingh, Jimmy Bender, and Renee Grootenboer) seek out people to 


pray for in the Dam Square. 


ever, the narrow, twisting 
Amsterdam staircases com- 
bined with ten university 
students on ladders or wield- 
ing paint rollers and brushes 
would probably have resulted 
in many casualties if it were 
not for the grace of God. 

We also took some time 
to travel around Amsterdam 
and Holland. One day we 
went out to a small village 
half an hour from Amsterdam 
to see the Dutch countryside. 
We were greeted by authen- 
tic Dutch windmills (and au- 
thentic Dutch drizzle). We 
also had the opportunity 
to walk, bicycle, or take the 
tram around the city, explor- 
ing markets, cafés, and the 
Heineken factory. 

Each of us learned some- 
thing different from the 
Amsterdam trip; each of us 
hws his or her own stories of 
people we met and ways we 
were blessed. One thing we 
agreed on, though, is that 
we don’t want this trip to be 
a “spiritual high.” We were 
able to catch the vision of a 
caring Christian communi- 
ty that “loves people away” 
from their sin, and we want 
to bring that vision back to 
Redeemer. This campus is 
full of people and resources. 
We all need to use the gifts 
God has given us to reach 
out to broken people here in 
Hamilton, too. « ? 
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No Need to Go Far 
for Missions 


BY MARIA 
VANDERPLOEG 


It all started on a dark 
Sunday night when 11 
Redeemer students met 
in the third parking lot of 
the deserted campus. Most 
people had already left for 
Reading Week, but these 
students were still prepar- 
ing to leave. They loaded up 
the cars and van with sup- 
plies for the week and began 
the long, tedious drive to... 
downtown Hamilton! 

The group arranged to 
stay at Hughson Street 
Baptist Church, as they had 
chosen to do a backyard mis- 
sion trip within Hamilton. 
Before them was a week 
full of various volunteer ac- 
tivities such as cleaning at 
Salvation Army, hanging out 
at drop-in centres, and assist- 
ing with construction work 
at St. David’s Presbyterian 
Church. 

Everyone was involved in 
a couple of different youth- 
oriented programs as well, 
and everyone also spent 
a day in Toronto hanging 
out and volunteering at a 


children’s homework club. 
Everyone enjoyed the differ- 
ent activities and was inter- 
ested to find out more about 
the work of the volunteer or- 
ganizations downtown. 

The focus of the week 
was servanthood in our own 
backyard. Hamilton has a lot 
of different organizations 
that can always use some 
extra volunteers for just a 
day or even on a regular 
basis. It was very eye-open- 
ing to see the need within the 
city and to have the oppor- 
tunity to witness to people 
through our actions. People 
were very thankful for the 
extra help and wanted to 
know why students would 
give up their break to help 
others. 

It was also very encourag- 
ing to see the work that God 
is doing in the inner city, as 
there are a lot of great min- 
istries actively working to 
spread His love. This is the 
first year that a mission trip 
like this has been offered 
through Redeemer, but it is 
our hope that it is something 
that will be continued for 
many years to come. € ” 


London: Seeing is 
Enjoying 


CONTINUED 
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My personal favourite is 
the British History Museum. 
It houses a fine collection of 
artifacts from all over the 
world. The Rosetta Stone, 
the key to understanding 
Egyptian hieroglyphics, is a 
prominent feature in this mu- 
seum. Here you can see an 
Egyptian mummy; African 
headdresses; artifacts from 
Jericho; a container in which 
they found the Dead Sea 
Scrolls; the Epic of Gilgamesh; 
Native American carvings; 
and Greek marble statues. 
The British History Museum 
is a huge building filled with 
many treasures. 

Another highlight of our 
trip to London was our visit 
to the Westminster Parliament 
Square. After taking many 
pictures of Big Ben, we were 
admitted to the government 
buildings where our group 
was given a special tour. We 
were admitted to seats in both 
the House of Commons and 
the House of Lords, where we 
could watch British politicians 
debating. Shortly thereafter, 
two Members of Parliament 
spoke to our group. It was 
very interesting to visit the 
parliament buildings. 

In London, there are doz- 
ens of theatrical productions 
to choose from. In Leister 
Square you can pick up tick- 


ets to nearly any performance 
for half price. For the two 
nights that we were there, 
a number of us went to see 
some musicals. First, | went 
to see Les Misérables, which 
moved almost everybody in 
the audience to tears. The sec- 
ond night, I went to see The 
Phantom of the Opera, which 
is a theatrical experience of 
a lifetime. I highly recom- 
mend both of these musicals. 
Another group of students 
went to see Chicago and gave 
it great reviews. If you make 
it to London, you must see a 
play. 

London is also home to 
some very nice pubs. There 
is something very nice about 
sharing a drink with some 
friends after a long day of 
sightseeing. Every pub clos- 
es at 11 p.m., so you can go 
to bed early. One other high- 
light is the Crepe house. This 
is a small food stand at which 
you can buy both savoury and 
sweet crepes, I never knew 
one could eat cheese, mush- 
rooms, spinach, and sau- 
sage on a pancake, but it was 
quite a treat. If you come to 
London, you must try a crepe; 
it is worth the four pounds 
that you will pay for it. 

The ABU-Oxford group is 
having a wonderful time here 
in England. I could tell you so 
much more about this country, 
but you must really come here 
and see it for yourself. « * 
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A year tiftre the trip: 

What can I blame this on—my selfishness? 
Yes, that played a big role. My fear was also 
a huge part of it. After all, couldn’t I just stay 
in my little bubble all of my life and never be 
touched by the world around me? My excuse: 
missions are for mission-minded people, and 
I’m just not one of them. I want to help others, 
I truly do, but I’m not gifted in that way. My 
gifts are in a completely different area. And 
besides, I’m not grown up yet; I'll help others 
when I’m an “adult.” 

Satan knew just what to say to me. He 
knew my fears, and he would tell me the same 
lies over and over again: that God didn’t need 
me in that area, that I could still serve God in 
every other outlet (but just not in missions), 
and that I could keep God's word complete- 
ly to myself. Satan played upon my fear of 
the world, and as I listened to him, I pushed 
God’s urgings deep down so that I wouldn't 
have to acknowledge them. But I knew some- 
thing wasn’t right and that it would only be 
a matter of time before I admitted it and did 
something about it. 

Since starting at Redeemer, God has been 
working in my life, changing me from the in- 
side out. Slowly but surely He has been peel- 
ing away the layers of Satan’s lies and my 
own self-protection, telling me that He wants 
to use all of me and that I am a valuable part 
of His creation. But I still found myself think- 
ing, “I’m scared, God; can’t you send some- 
body else? I’m really quite content to stay just 
where I am.” 

But as I continued to grow in God by delv- 
ing into His Word and by reading Christian- 
living books such as Rick Warren's The 
Purpose Driven Life, 1 knew that I couldn't 
stay in my sheltered world for much longer. 
When I came upon Purpose #5: “You Were 
Made For A Mission,” I knew that the time 
had come to find that mission. 


JENN KLASSEN 


all. This was the most important point for 
me: if I want to be like Jesus, and Jesus loves 
the world—the whole world—then I need to 
open my heart and my eyes to more than the 
world immediately around me. 

So, I decided I would go to Mississippi. 
Why Mississippi? For me, it was the most ac- 
cessible, the most affordable, and the most 
“beginner-user-friendly” mission trip that I 
could think of. Although there are many mis- 
sions opportunities in our own communities, 
I hadn’t taken advantage of any. I needed a 
jump start, and I hoped that the Mississippi 
trip would encourage and equip me with a 
few basic skills that I could use in my own 
community to help people. 

Unfortunately (and thankfully), it was al- 
ready past Reading Break 2004 when I decid- 
ed this. Myemiigsion trip would have to wait 
until 2005 lieved by this missed dead- 
| 1@a year to let the thought sink 
é piled by, I started to become 
amilton community, 
ound myself thinking 

ybout | I was somewhat an- 
ticipating it, yet still very scared about it. 
Months before the trip: 

As the 2004-2005 school year progressed, 
I read Time-Out every day, looking for infor 
mation about the Mississippi mission trip, 
Finally, one week in October, there wassthe 
message: “Interested in going on a mission 
trip during Reading Break?” Yes! Yes | was, 

None of my friends were going. | would 
have to brave this one alone, but this would 
be good—it meant that I would have no 
crutch, that I would have to get out there and 
get to know the other people in my group. 
“What an experience,” I thought. 

During the initial meeting, Matt Pamplin 
said two things that really stuck with me. 
First, he told us to ask God to break our hearts 
like the world breaks His. I had never thought 
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Confessions and Revelations 
by Kristin Van Dyk 


do something about it. 
ad the Great Commission 


Then, Pamplin asked us what we did not 
understand about the word “go.” That ques- 
tion hit me like a ton of bricks. I fully under- 
stood the word, but I realized that I had been 
ignoring it for years. I was so afraid of the un- 
known that I had never let my heart break for 
God's people, and I had never gone anywhere 
in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Three weeks before the trip: 

The trip is now three weeks away. Am I 
nervous? Yes. Am I excited? Yes. Have I re- 
ally thought about it? No, not really. January 
21 marked our first meeting of the new year, 
and before that time, I tried not to think about 
it too much. I don’t really know what to think, 
and I don’t know what to expect, especially in 
terms of the bus ride, food, accommodations, 
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showers, and, of course, the work. 

Yes, I’m frightened that my construction 
abilities will end up ruining someone’s home 
instead of repairing it, even though Pamplin 
has told me stories about how, in the preced- 
ing year, girls built an entire deck with no 
previous construction experience. But I’m 
still wary about my own talents—after all, 
they haven't seen me in action yet! 

With the itinerary of the trip in front of 
me, | am amazed by how short the whole trip 
seems to be, yet my nerves are still grating. 
Although it looks simple, I know the spiri- 
tual impact of it will be astronomical, and 
although I am excited about it, I’m petrified 
to be taken out of my comfort zone. But how 
else am I to grow? I have reached a certain 
point personally and spiritually, and it is time 
for me to cross the next threshold. I know that 
God will be with me through it all, giving me 
His strength when I am afraid. And I am re- 
lying heavily upon Him as the days leading 
up to our departure for Mississippi quickly 
race by me. ¢€ * 
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When will I stop 
will I finally trust tha 
for me and that He 
something that is 
wonderful time i 
amazing —not o: 
felt 1 was exactl 
be. 

I am going to try to synthesize eight days 
of an awesome trip in one article, but so 
much happened. First, I have to say that I be- 
came more and more excited about the trip 
as the day of departure drew nearer. | think it 
helped me to see the video from the previous 
year. Although the video was interestingly 
done, to say the least, it helped me to visual- 
ize a bit of what would happen. I am a very 
visual person; I like to see what is going on. 

The bus trip was definitely not as bad as 
it sounded. I mean, 24 hours on a school bus 
does not ring comfortably in anyone's ears. 
Yet I didn’t even notice the hours that went 
by. There were mass amounts of card games 
like Euchre, 99, Crazy Eights, and Go Fish, 
and a lot of people slept (although many 
woke up with sore backs and sore knees). 
Missioners could also listen to music or read. 
It was an opportunity to get to know one an- 
other. The possibilities were endless, 
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wheelchair ramp. I can now effectively use a 
skilsaw, and although it took me two days, I 
can drill with the best of them. 

Our worksite was in a neighbourhood near 
the church, and many people walked by. Itwas 
great to be cheery, to say hello, and to wave to 
each passerby, and it reminded me of how lax 
I had become at doing this in Canada. At first 
I simply thought people in Mississippi Were 
friendlier, but when I brought this up in my 
devotions group someone pointed out that it 
wasn’t necessarily the people being friendlier 
but that I was putting more effort into being 
friendly when I was down there. | realized 
how true this was and how I needed to reach 
out to others more wherever I am, even in the 
halls of Redeemer. 

Our team was very blessed to been able 
to speak and hang out with the person who 
lived at our home. We were able to build a 
relationship with her and meet some Of her 
relatives. It was wonderful to make that con- 


nd where she was coming from. It 
eat to see our ramp in use. When 
ally see what the work of your hands 
d how it provides for and bless- 
is an overwhelming feeling. We 

esSed to be witnesses of it, and not all 
of the teams were able to do that. 

It was amazing to be of service to the 
Lord. Of course, that was why we were in 
Mississippi, but as someone brought up dur- 
ing devotions, isn’t that what we are supposed 
to be doing everyday? Every day we are here 
to serve, but how often do we wake up saying 
that? More often we become wrapped up in 
our own little world and forget that there are 
people in need everywhere. | was definitely 
in need of the reminder that we are here to 
serve Jesus every single day of our lives. 

There were a lot of other fun things that 
we did on the trip, such as touring around 
Mississippi. Unfortunately, it rained on our 
tour day. We got drenched at the first location 
and ended up playing cards for the rest of the 
day, but it was still a lot of fun! 

On Monday night we went to Natchez, 
which is right on the Mississippi River. We 
ate at a restaurant called Cock of the Walk, 
where we could eat catfish (it tasted good, 
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like spicy chicken) and where waiters enter- 
tained us by flipping cornbread through the 
ceiling fans. We also saw enormous houses 
and heard about their histories; these places 
were absolutely beautiful, and one could just 
picture what society was like 150 years ago. 

On Wednesday, we went to New Orleans. 
The day was perfect; we couldn't have asked 
for better weather. One could hop in and out 
of shops, get a coffee and beignet at a café, 
go to the French Market, and see Bourbon 
Street. One could visit St. Louis Cathedral, 
hop on a trolley, stroll through the gardens, 
and walk along the Mississippi boardwalk. 
There was so much to see and do in New 
Orleans, and it was something that I will al- 
ways remember. 

I went on this trip having barely known 
anyone, and now I have 23 new friends. If no 
one you know goes with you on one of these 
adventures, don’t be afraid, as there are oth- 
ers in the same position as you. While you 
are down in Mississippi, fellow missioners 
and workers become your family. We ate to- 
gether, played games together, worked to- 
gether, and everyone was connected because 
we were all there for one primary reason: to 
serve the Lord in Mississippi. 

It wasn’t as scary as I thought it was going 
to be. In fact, it was so much fun that this ar- 
ticle hardly does it justice. All I can say is that 
you have to experience it yourself. If you have 
even the tiniest inkling to go on this trip, do 
it, whether you are first-year or fourth-year 
student. The experiences, the camaraderie, 
the work, the prayers, the games, and most 
of all, the people, make this trip amazing. It 
opens your eyes to needs all around you and 
to the realization that life is about more than 
the daily grind of work at Redeemer. The trip 
just ended yesterday, and I already can’t wait 
for the reunion. 

There was nowhere else in the world that 
I wanted to be than right there with that 
group of people in Mississippi. | was com- 
pletely and utterly aware that | was doing ex- 
actly what the Lord wanted me to do. | was 
where He wanted me to be and that was the 
most satisfying feeling in the entire world: | 
was at home. « * 
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Playfulness and Layering Invite 
Observers to Enter Paterson’s Art 


CONTINUED 

FROM PAGE 1 

in all we do—so go worship- 
ping God!” 

Paterson's creativity is 


demonstrated in his exhibi- 
tion, which is characterized 
by a wide range of mixed 
mediums, a bold use of co- 
lour, and intriguing subject 
matter. In a wide variety of 
ways, the artist's creations ar- 
ticulate how he sees the world 
around him, from Canadian 
Mounties, hockey players, 
and dancing zebras to ab- 
stracted businessmen, _ styl- 
ized pop-art children, and 
realistic landscapes. 

In the opening address, 
Professor Chris Cuthill re- 
ferred to Paterson’s show as 
“a smorgasbord of flavours.” 
He further explained how he 
sees a childlike play in most 
of Paterson’s pieces—a desire 
to rekindle a relationship with 
his Creator and his medium. 
In Cuthill’s opinion, Paterson 
has not lost his childlike im- 
pulse to create, shape, and 
cultivate the world around 
him. It’s an invitation to play 
and _ interactively discover 
and explore new meanings. 
Cuthill finished his critique 
by commending Paterson, 
both for his true servant heart 
and for saying through his art, 
“Come on in and join the fun; 
come see what I’ve done!” 

Paterson seems to think in 
layers. “Many of his pieces 
use imagery that integrates a 
number of layers of thought at 
the same time,” said colleague 
and fellow Christian artist 
James Tughan. “[Paterson’s 
childlikeness] seems to se- 
duce people inside his world 
where underneath is a dis- 
cerning view of reality.” He 
continued, “By inviting peo- 
ple to come on and play, Jim 
displays a spirit that is not 
elitist but can relate like a 
child.” In Tughan’s opinion, 
Paterson seems to have a hi- 
erarchical approach to seeing 
life; that is, he shows many 
layers in his works. 

For example, many of his 
pieces are visually divided 
into sections like his piece ti- 
tled “We're having the Time 
of Our Lives.” In this piece, 
the corporate world seems to 


be a kind of “underworld,” 
followed by an audience, 
which can be interpreted as 
the “playing field” where 
many sit, followed by zebras 
and fully uniformed RCMP 
officers dancing playfully in 
“heaven.” 

Another example of his lay- 
ering approach is his series of 
acrylic on wood titled “Eat 
me,” “I will make you fish- 
ers of men,” and “Canada, 
Marlboro, Jesus.” In each of 
these pieces there is a cutout 
crucifix. The first piece dis- 
plays a crucifix centred amid 
human limbs and parts. The 
second piece displays the cru- 
cifix surrounded by a stylized 
pop-art ad that features two 
children fishing. The third 
piece depicts the crucifix in 
a classroom setting in which 
a stylized child is spelling on 
a blackboard. What is being 
expressed in these intriguing 
pieces is Paterson’s struggle 
with what it means to “take 
up one’s cross and follow 
Christ” in this culture—some- 
thing that Tughan pointed 
out. For indeed we are called 
to be the body of Christ, to 
be fishers of men, and to be 
in continuous tension for and 
against our culture and our 
nation. 

Like Paterson, the Christian 
artist of today struggles with 
what his or her role and re- 
sponse is to be within this 
context and time in relation 
to God and neighbour. As 
Paterson writes, “I always had 
problems sorting out what I 
do because in appearance it 
spans such a seemingly wide 
spectrum of styles of manifes- 
tations. But in gathering it to- 
gether for this show I realize 
that I don’t separate what I do 
as art from how I live or how 
I negotiate my thought life 
and inner world. To me, it’s all 
one. Everything I do is sim- 
ply an outworking of what 
I’m thinking, or feeling, or liv- 
ing, or hearing from God. It’s 
my response to my environ- 
ment and my dialogue with 
people.” 

The Christian artist can- 
not help but to see all that 
is around him or her and to 
interpret it—sometimes pro- 
phetically—in humble cre- 
ativity, allowing God to speak 


through limitations. Much 
time must be spent reflecting 
on the Word, sitting by the 
feet of Jesus listening to his 
voice, and letting one’s mind 
and heart be filled with God’s 
Spirit. 

Harold M. Best once said 
that “the best artists begin 
by being influenced and end 
up influencing.” How very 
important it is for artists to 
allow for God to influence 
their hearts and minds so 
that, through their gifts and 
limitations, they may influ- 
ence many for Christ and 
warrant much glory to God, 
who fashioned everything 
out of nothing only by His 
Word. 

In a book called Scribbling 
in the Sand: Christ and 
Creativity, Michael Card 
writes that “God is an art- 
ist, and He is beautiful. He 
has woven his image into 
the fabric of our lives, which 
explains our drive to create 
things which are beyond us 
and which we don’t always 
understand. Perhaps more 
important, he has issued a 
call to us that carries with it 
the possibility of obedience 
and disobedience: the call to 
respond to his beauty with 
creative worship. 

“Our response cannot be 
centered in self, like the build- 
ers of Babel. We cannot afford 
to misuse our gifts, The Bible 
has shown us how costly that 
can be. God calls us to create 
a space in time for ourselves 
and others to meet with God) 
to gaze upon his beauty, and 
to worship him.” 

Like many of the charac- 
ters in Paterson’s Biblical art 
pieces, we have to come to 
terms with how we will re- 
spond to God's call. The call 
is to create and to be a servant 
of Christ. Therefore, the artist 
must make art that serves by 
washing others’ feet, thereby 
bringing glory to the King. 
For the greatest goal to which 
Christian artists can aspire is 
to become servants of Christ 
in their creative work. The 
question we must all ask our- 
selves in viewing Paterson's 
delightful, soul-probing work 
is, “Will we be obedient to 
this call or turn and go our 
own way?” « ? 


The Christian artist cannot help but to see all that is around him 
or her and to interpret it—sometimes prophetically—in humble 
creativity, allowing God to speak through limitations. 
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Jim Paterson’s “Building the Ark,” Watercolour on paper. 
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Paterson’s Art Speaks 
Deeply to Student 


“Building the Ark” 
prompts the question: 
Will we follow God in our 
lives? 


BY JOYCE ALBLAS 


The moment I saw Jim Paterson’s print 
“Building the Ark,” I grabbed a fellow stu- 
dent and showed it to her. “This is the pic- 
ture | need to have,” I told her. 

A day later, after calculat- 
ing how soon I would have 
to get to the show opening 
in order to secure this print, 
I met Sylvia van Wyngarden, 
who was also admiring the 
wonderful work of this artist. 
I pointed out the same picture 
and said, “I need to get this 
picture; it’s the story of my life 
at Redeemer.” 

Perhaps van Wyngarden 
didn’t understand the urgen- 
cy of what I was saying, but 
she remarked that Paterson’s 
work was being sold in the 
Bookstore. “Building the Ark” 
could be purchased there, so 


Just as Noah 


back to school. 

However, with each additional course | 
took, I had a sense that coming back to school 
was not just a “security blanket” measure. It 
was an act of obedience that God was calling 
me to. I was convinced of this, but unfortu- 
nately, not everyone else was. Just as Noah 
must have experienced a stunned reaction 
from his neighbours and friends during the 
building of his ark, the comments flew and 
some eyebrows were raised as I told peo- 
ple about mine. I received reactions such 
as “You're going to do what?” followed by, 
“For how many years?” And also, “You need 
to take French?” The most popular comment 
of all was: “What are you, 
crazy?” 

Sure, there were times 
when I thought that this ven- 
ture was crazy, that French 
would be impossible, and that 
the years would never pass 
by, but the call to obedience, 
the sense of purpose, and the 
passion that accompanied it 
kept the goal in sharp, clear 
view. 

In a few short months (has 
it come so quickly?), many 
of us will board and launch 
these arks that have been built 
here at Redeemer. Some have 
built vessels with precision 


| immediately went down must have according to exact specifica- 
and bought my much-need- experienced tions. Apart from the odd lick 
ed print. of paint and periodic main- 

As 1 look at it and read the a stunned tenance, these crafts will sail 


artists statement attached to 
the back, I now understand 
why this print jumped out at 
me. Paterson writes that this 
picture “is the story of Noah 
and his family building the 
ark ag God had commanded... 
Just as Noah made a choice to 
obey God then, we, like Noah, 
mustnow choose to obey God 
in building whatever ‘ark’ He 
has asked us to build, Will we, 
despite the possible mocking 
of neighbours and_ friends, 
carry Out God’s will in our 
lives?” And so, with my ed- 
ucation at Redeemer as my 
“ark,” Trelate this story. 
Although I had always 
planned on going back to 
school some day, it was my 
husband's diagnosis of cancer that brought 
me to Redeemer eight years ago. It seemed 
to be the right thing to do, as having three 
small children required an income, and there 
Was now a real potential for difficulty in this 
matter as a result of the diagnosis. So, I went 


reaction from his 
neighbours and 
friends during 
the building 
of his ark, the 
comments 
flew and some 
eyebrows were 
raised as I told 
people about 
mine. 
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out to achieve the purpose for 
which they were made. 

Others will be aboard ships 
requiring a few more altera- 
tions and an addition here 
or there; some may even re- 
quire another deck that will 
be added along the way. For 
some, the ark setting out from 
Redeemer may be fine for 
a while but, over time, may 
meet circumstances requiring 
a complete overhaul of the 
vessel; major renovations and 
extensive reconstruction may 
need to occur. 

In spite of the fact that 
many of us have “built blind- 
ly” by faith and not by sight, 
the theme verse of 1997 (my 
first year at Redeemer) still 
applies: “I will never forget you! I have 
engraved you on the palms of my hands” 
(Isaiah 49:15, 16). God is with us. We may 
trust Him to guide us along right paths as 
we walk and build arks in obedience to His 
leading. « * 
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Ue2//HOW TO DISMANTLE AN ATOMIC BOMB 


New U2 Album 
a Mixed Bag 


How to Dismantle an Atomic 
Bomb offers both hits and 
misses 


BY SCOTT FAIRLEY 


U2 is one of very few remarkable bands going today. David 
Evans, who is otherwise known as The Edge, “transcends the 
traditional role of a guitarist by crafting an identifiable gui- 
tar sound,” according to Guitar Player magazine writer Andy 
Ellis. Bono’s outspoken faith and social conscience is rivalled 
only by his own charisma, or ego, depending on whom you 
ask. 

In an age of rock music driven by sex, drugs, and excess 
in all its shapes and forms, they released albums like The 
Unforgettable Fire and The Joshua Tree, which are loaded with 
songs about faith, being a believer in a broken world, and var- 
ious other themes that go deeper than girls, girls, girls. And 
this was all before the 1990s. 

In the 1990s, U2 experimented with electronica, industri- 
al-tinged rock, and their own brand of alternative rock. Their 
ambitious pop album perhaps best embodied the U2 of the 
‘90s, mixing Bono’s soul searching with The Edge’s sonic acro- 
batics, backed up by the workhorse rhythm section of Adam 
Clayton on bass and Larry Mullen Jr. on drums. Their two 
tours of the ‘90s, Zoo TV and 
Popmart, were over-the-top pro- 
ductions that put even the most 
ambitious tours of The Rolling 
Stones to shame. 

Their first album of the new 
millennium, All That You Can't 
Leave Behind, was a critical and 
commercial success, and their 
subsequent, stripped-down 
Elevation tour was one of the 
biggest of 2001. It was an emo- 
tionally charged tour that was 
only made more intense after 9/11, as Hamilton witnessed the 
following October. 

To put it mildly, U2 has their work cut out for them with 
How To Dismantle an Atomic Bomb. In fact, one could argue that 
their career depends on this album. I had a hard time listen- 
ing to Atomic Bomb with fresh ears. U2 is one of my favourite 
bands, and their music has helped me through hard times. 
And Bono's lyrics have been a guiding light for me as a new 
Christian in a world that can be challenging at best. But no 
band should be immune from critique, no matter how impres- 
sive its catalog or how established it is. 

So here I go. How to Dismantle an Atomic Bomb isn’t exactly a 
revelation or an album that will change music forever. If you 
listen to it expecting such a record, you will be sorely disap- 
pointed. And to be honest with you, I was disappointed by a 
few songs. Despite solid musical performances, Bono's lyrics 
fall flat on songs like “Crumbs from Your Table.” And per- 
haps I’ve seen too many iPod commercials, but the first single 
“Vertigo” isn’t quite as fresh the fortieth time hearing it as it 
was the first. Overexposure can be a song’s worst enemy. 

Atomic Bomb’s overall sound is a mixed bag. In a sense, it’s 
the next logical step from All That You Can't Leave Behind, of- 
fering heartfelt melodic songs that are sure to get stuck in 
your head. But cuts like “Love and Peace or else” and “One 
Step Closer” sound like they could have been b-sides or out- 
takes from Achtung Baby and The Joshua Tree, respectively. 
It’s almost as if U2 had a plan in mind, but not a clear one. 
While the album’s pacing and order do feel natural, the “black 
sheep” songs do stick out a bit. 

Nearly all of U2’s songs pack an emotional punch; this 
album contains perhaps their most emotionally raw song in 
U2’s catalog. “Sometimes You Can’t Make it on Your Own,” a 
song written about Bono's late father, sounds eerily similar to 
their 1991 ballad “One,” but the lyrics are far more personal. 
The falsetto chorus and build up during the bridge are haunt- 
ing; they sent chills down my spine. It’s hard not to have an 
emotional response to the song. The Edge’s minimalist guitar 
riffs only enhance the emotion present in Bono's vocals, which 
sound as if the man is on the verge of tears. When U2 comes 
to town again, bring your lighters for this one. 

So do a few bad apples spoil the bunch for U2 on their lat- 
est album? It’s hard to say. While “Crumbs from your Table” 
left me disappointed, “Sometimes You Can‘t Make it on Your 
Own” reminded me of why | fell in love with the band in the 
first place. And “City of Blinding Lights” demonstrated the 
spiritual yearning that separates U2 from the rest of the main- 
stream rock pack. It’s not as impressive as Achtung Baby or The 
Joshua Tree, but it’s a solid release nonetheless. 

Despite a few disappointments, Atomic Bomb is a decent 
addition to the U2 catalog, offering some of their best work. 
It proves that, while their best years may be behind them, 
they're not running on fumes quite yet, « * 


While their best 
years may be 
behind them, 

they’re not 
running on 
fumes quite yet. 
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Fun Times and Good Friends on 
2005 Choir Tour 


Choir performs 
six concerts in 
Ontario over 
Reading Week 


BY SARAH VEDDER 


As a first-year choir mem- 
ber, “Wow!” is still my imme- 
diate response when I’m asked 
for my impression of our tour, 
which took place during this 
past Reading Week. I had the 
privilege of touring southern 
Ontario with some 50 choir 
members, Dr. Teeuwsen, his 
wife, and their three awesome 
kids. What a wonderful expe- 
rience it was! 

Our comfy coach bus is 
where it all started that ex- 
citing Saturday morning. 
There were lots of smiles and 
tons of chatting. Right away, 
I felt a stronger bond form- 
ing among the choir mem- 
bers, as we could spend a lot 
of time together outside of 
our normal practices. This 
is the best thing that I expe- 
rienced on tour, as | didn’t 
know some people very well. 
Let me tell you, when you're 
forced into the close quarters 
of a bus, you have no choice 
but to make more friends and 
learn lots about everyone. I 
will admit that | was some- 
what scared of those veteran 
fourth-years, but I soon dis- 
covered that they’re really 
not that bad —actually, they're 
great! 

We performed six concerts 
during the tour in Strathroy, 
Chatham, Barrie, and Whitby. 
One of the highlights was 
singing under the direction 
of our lovely soprano, Kristel 
Bulthuis’ father, who is the 
principal at the new Unity 
Christian High School in 
Barrie. We sang with the choir 
students from that school, 
which made it all the more 
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BY DR. TIMOTHY EPP 


This past Reading Week 
I had visions of Cancun, 
Florida, or any place warm 
and away from the trou- 
bles of the world. Instead, 
I divided my time between 
rainy Albuquerque and 
snowy Hamilton. In both 
locales I spoke on the topic 
“How do we as Christians 
engage pop culture?” I'll tell 
you a bit about both experi- 
ences. 


As | travelled to the 
Southwest Texas Popular/ 
American Culture 


Conference, I realized that 
my only knowledge of 
Albuquerque prior to this trip 
came from old Bugs Bunny 
cartoons (“Albukoykie”) and 


special! We were touched by 
Bulthuis’s enthusiasm and 
excitement, which made for 
one of the best concerts of the 
tour. 

We wore those beauti- 
ful choir robes, which we all 
love so much, for five of the 
six concerts. To be honest, we 
think they’re sketchy. (About 
that word “sketchy” —it 
seems to have taken our choir 
by storm, as | do believe | 
heard almost everyone say 
it at least once during those 
four days). The robes are not 
very pleasant, and they are so 
thermal that it’s sick. But have 
no fear, we survived and are 
better people because of it—I 
think. 

The awards that we gave 
out every day to each choir 
member were another awe- 
some part of our tour. The 
awards committee, headed 
by Laura Stewart and Brittany 
Goheen, was in charge of giv- 
ing out awards to embarrass, 
congratulate, or thank a mem- 
ber for something he or she 
did that day. 

Some of the notable awards 
from this tour included anum- 
ber of people receiving the 
3odily Functions Award (for 
some unfortunate flatulence 
problems), Gayle Doornbos 
received the Best Dancing 
Alto Award (now two years 
in a row), and Sharon Hultink 
and Sarah Slotegraaf were 
awarded as the Singing Divas 
(who graced us with their ren- 
dition of the Moulin Rouge 
soundtrack). 

We also remembered 
those super friendly folks 
with daily King and Queen 
awards, a particular tenor for 
dropping a slippery folder of 
heavy music, and Rob Joustra 
for being the Cheapest Frisian 
after waiting months to pay 
Naomi a single dollar! 

I'm not sure if an award was 
given out for this, but it’s cer- 
tainly worth mentioning that 
our lovely Mikey Arce was 
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Chinese food buffet. The choir went out for dinner with the 
18 students from Unity Christian High School in Barrie. 


dared to lick the floor of the 
fellowship hall at Strathroy 
East Christian Reformed 
Church for $10. Of course he 
did it—with pride and a smil- 
ing face! Congratulations, 
Mikey, that’s really fantastic. 
Along with awards, there 
were also punishments. One 
that Victor Laarman endured 


was complimenting each of 


the altos in front of the whole 
Choir. Although he took a 
little too much advice from 
other basses, Laarman did a 
great job and made us feel 
quite special. 

Our Monday 
travel allowed us to stop in 


morning 


downtown Toronto for a few 
hours to roam the city and 
enjoy some time together. 
Many went shopping at the 
Eaton Centre or got attrac- 
tive tattoos, while a crowd 
ate lunch at the Old Spaghetti 


Factory. I spent some qual- 
ity time at a pleasant Irish 
pub with wonderful gals Lisa 
Vander Woude, Annie Ling, 
and Marybeth Wideman. I 
particularly enjoyed times 
like that, which allowed me 
to get to know people bet- 
ter and to benefit from great 
company. 

All in all, despite some 
people getting sick and a few 
mistakes during the concerts, 
this year’s Choir tour was an 
incredible experience and a 
great success! A big thank- 
you goes out to Dr. Teeuwsen, 
Naomi Seagram, and all of 
the committees for their hard 
work to organize the tour and 
make it so enjoyable. And 
also, praise and thanks be to 
God for keeping us safe and 
for this awesome gift of music 
that our Choir can share with 
others! « 


— 


Kevin Lobert and Noah Hicks get some much-needed rest on one of the several bus trips between venues. 


Cultural Engagements 


As Christians, we are called to be in the world but not of it, discerning the spirits that inform every aspect of our lives. 
This column provides recommendations for life-affirming live music in the Hamilton area, in an invitation to each of us to 


engage responsibly in this process of cultural discernment. 


a cheesy Partridge Family 
tune (“Point me in the direc- 
tion of Albuquerque”). | was a 
bit rattled by my being held at 
immigration for an hour (Dr. 
Needham thinks that was due 
to my anti-Disney stance), but 
at the conference | managed 
to speak coherently about a 
“new” approach to pop culture 
as exemplified in the pages of 
Paste magazine (see Student 
Life). Ten people showed up 
to listen and to ask questions, 
and then it was over. 

Back in Hamilton, the ex- 
perience itself was quite dif- 
ferent: no exotic locale, but 
more fulfilling in the end. | 
was a bit nervous after hav- 
ing been chastised the week 
before by one parent because | 
hadn't told her children about 


the evils of their favourite TV 
shows. At one point in the 
second presentation, a man 
exclaimed, “I'd like to know 
what kind of music the kids 
are listening to today!” 

In response, I turned to the 
youth and asked them about 
their favourite music, Shouts 
of “Five Iron Frenzy” and 
“Catherine Wheel” soon filled 
the air. Our talk quickly turned 
to the importance of commu- 
nication in families and the 
latest TV show or rock group, 
and I encouraged the youth to 
educate their parents on the 
latest tunes, After the talk, | 
found myself surrounded by 
six youth and several adults 
talking about Paste, classical 
music, and Eric Clapton, Even 
the parent who had been upset 


ROB JOUSTRA 


the week before said, “Now 
you re connecting!” 

My concluding thoughts: 
engaging pop culture means 
moving beyond academic 
discussion to engage one an- 
other about pop culture in 
our families and communi- 
ties. While I enjoyed the con- 
ference, | thank God for my 
Immanuel experience. Their 
warm reception more than 
made up for Albuquerque 
and Cancun, 


Upcoming events: 

Martha’s Trouble: March 8, 
visiting SOC 355: Popular 
Culture class 

Jacob Moon: April 16, First 
Unitarian Church, Hamilton 
Sarah McLachlan: May 16, 
Copps Coliseum, Hamiltone * 
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Emily Van Ooyen. 


Top row: (left to right) Kate Vahrmeyer, Melanie Hoge 
Charis Byl, Lydia Miedema, Chris Weirsma, Justine Vandenburg, Coach Justin Cook, Ashley 
Stoter. Bottom row: Janelle Stoter, Alison Lammers, Maggie Kormann, Deanna Geertsma, 
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Varsity Volleyball Teams Finish Up Season 


Both teams lose 
out in playoffs but 
anticipate powerful 
starts next season 


BY JEFF SIEGER 


Men’s Varsity Volleyball 

It was another year of “close-but- 
not-quite” for the men’s volleyball 
team. Redeemer finished their reg- 
ular season on a high note, winning 
crucial back-to-back games against 
the St. Clair Saints to clinch second 
place in the West division and gain 
the right to host a crossover playoff 
game. 

However, for the second straight 
season, Redeemer bowed out in the 
crossover game, this time falling 
to the Cambrian Golden Shield 3- 
1 (25-15, 26-28, 25-18, 25-16). “We 
played badly,” explained Dave 
Berghout. “They ran a lot of plays 
that we weren't used to.” 


KATE VAHRMEYER 


Player Profile 


Despite the disappointment, 
there were far more positives than 
negatives this season for the Royals. 
Berghout and Rich VanderWier, 
who comprised Redeemer’s 
powerhouse combination, were 
named Ontario College Athletics 
Association (OCAA) West/Central 
West First-Team All-Stars. These 
two individuals combined to form 
the best 1-2 punch in the OCAA 
this year. 

VanderWier led the West division 
with 4.4 points per game, which 
was good enough to place him 
third in the province. He also led 
the West with 27 total service aces, 
and he was second in total kills with 
152; these totals were good enough 
for second and fifth in the province, 
respectively. 

Berghout finished third in the 
West, with 4.1 points per game, 
placing sixth in the province. He 


led the West with 158 total kills, and’ 


he was second in total service aces 
with 17—good enough for fourth 
and ninth in the province, respec- 
tively. 


JARED WILMS 
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BY JEFF SIEGER 


Combined, Berghout and 
VanderWier contributed 393 points 
of total offence (supplying 195 and 
198 points respectively), more than 
any other duo in the province. The 
best part is, both of these all-stars 
will return next year. In fact, the 
men’s Royals will only lose one play- 
er from their roster, Jared Wilms. 

This young team has an incred- 
ible amount of potential and hope 
for the future. First-year middle 
Shawn Klingenberg started slowly 
but had a good end to the season; he 
finished with a téam high of 24 stuff 
blocks, the second highest number 
in the West. VanderWier, Berghout, 
and Klingenberg will be joined next 
year by numerous returning play- 
ers, including setter Kyle Kloostra 
and liberos Joel Martin and Matt 
Groot. 

September 
but the antici 


t seem far away, 
ion has already 
begun for some) €an’t wait until 
next year,” said Berghout. “I want 
to beat Cambrian.” With the talent 
and youth on this team, they have 
the ability to do that—and so much 


Kate Vahrmeyer has played volleyball for 
four years at Redeemer and has improved 
greatly during that time. This year she fin- 
ished third on the team in kills and fourth on 
the team in points per game. She is a vocal 
leader and is as tough as they come, never 
giving up no matter what the situation. 


Year: Fourth 

Height: 5’7” 

Position: Outside 

Nickname: Kit Kat 

High school: Smithville 

Major: Physical Education 

Minor: History 

Favourite Redeemer Athlete: 
Schouten and Jeremy “Jiggy” Visser 
Favourite Pro Athlete: Fred Couples 
Favourite Sport to Play (besides volley- 
ball): Softball 

Favourite Sport to Watch: Golf 

Future Profession of Choice: The best high 
school physical education teacher in the 
world 

Interesting Fact About Vahrmeyer: She 
brushes her teeth 10-15 times a day. (She 
used to have braces). 

Comment on Jared Wilms: “The smartest 
athlete I’ve ever met. The eye of the tiger.” 


Jeremy 


Jared Wilms is a two-sport athlete here at 
Redeemer, playing both soccer and volley- 
ball. His intelligence and leadership have 
been key assets to both those teams during 
his time here, and he will be greatly missed. 
He finished fourth on the volleyball team in 
kills, stuff blocks, and points per game, and 
he will be very difficult to replace. 


Year: Fourth 

Height: 6/4” 

Position: Offside (volleyball), Midfield (soc- 
cer) 

High School: Durham C.H.S. 

Major: History Honors, Political Science 
General 

Favourite Redeemer Athlete: Matt Groot 
Favourite Pro Athlete: Steve Yzerman 
Favourite Sport to Play (besides volleyball 
and soccer): Squash 

Favourite Sport to Watch: Hockey 

Future profession of choice: International 
relations (perhaps CWRC) 

Interesting Fact about Wilms: He has both a 
tree and a fridge named after him. 
Comment on Kate Vahrmeyer: “Determined 
athlete and student. Doesn’t take any crap 
from anybody on or off the court.” 


more. 
Women’s Varsity Volleyball 

Semisonic’s “Closing Time” 
seems to be the best way to describe 
the transition that Redeemer’s wom- 
en’s volleyball team is about to go 
through: “Every new beginning 
comes from some other beginning’s 
end.” 

Janelle Stoter, Deanna Geertsma, 
and Kate Vahrmeyer are graduating 
this year, and the Royals are also 
losing Maggie Kormann and Emily 
Van Ooyen. With this in mind, 
this past season was an ending for 
Redeemer. 

Redeemer finished the regular 
season with an 8-7 record, good 
enough for both third place in the 
OCAA West division and a cross- 
over playoff game against the 
Durham Lords. Despite their best 
efforts, the Royals fell to the Lords 
3-1 (24-26, 25-19, 25-17, 25-14), 

The women’s attack was headed 
by Alison Lammers, who led the 
team in kills, stuff blocks, and ser- 
vice aces. Lammers was named an 
OCAA West/Central West All-Star 


God 


and averaged 3.6 points per game, 
good enough for second in the West 
and tenth in the province. Her 135 
kills, 29 stuff blocks, and 26 service 
aces were good enough for sixth, 
third, and seventh in the West, re- 
spectively. 

Lammers was only one part of 
a very balanced attack from the 
Royals, as eight players averaged 
1.7 points per game or better, dem- 
onstrating that this team has the 
ability to overcome losing so many 
players. 

The “new beginning” features 
players like Lydia Miedema, Justine 
Vandenburg, Charis Byl, and Ashley 
Stoter, all of whom are first or sec- 
ond-year athletes. These four play- 
ers, along with third-years Lammers 
and Maree Riewald, give next year’s 
team both a solid core and a lot of ' 
hope for the future. : 

While this may be the end for a } 
number of great Redeemer athletes, 
don’t be surprised if these ladies re- ' 
turn to the playoffs next year—and : 
maybe this beginning will be even : 
greater than the previous one. € , 
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The Young, the Restless— 
and the Burly 


Good news, men: 
there’s a soap 
opera for you too! 


BY TIMOTHY DYKSTRA 


Serial dramas have long been 
in our midst. The serial dra- 
mas that have become known as 
“soap operas” were around well 
before television became popular. 
These have been primarily —and 
stereotypically —associated with 
women, especially homemakers. 
All of that has changed: now men 
have soap operas too. 

While not directly labelled 
as such, the World Wrestling 
Federation (WWF) shares many 
similarities to the traditional soap 
opera. The WWF has increasingly 
become a serial drama during the 
last decade, using less and less 
actual wrestling and progressive- 
ly more off-screen disputes and 
performances. The title change 
of this program (due to an un- 
related lawsuit) from the word 
“federation” to “entertainment” 
reflects this change. The “WWE” 
is a soap opera for males. 

Like soap operas, the WWE 
and its similar and subsidiary 
programs have scripted story- 
lines. These storylines are based 
on disputes, friendships, betray- 
als, and other real situations. 
Soap operas base their relation- 
ships in normal, everyday plac- 
es, from small towns to hospitals. 
The WWE, on the other hand, 
bases its storylines in locker 


rooms and the arena. They have 
different settings, but the content 
is roughly the same. 

To appeal to the audience, 
wrestling uses not only team and 
friendship loyalties, but also con- 
flict within these loyalties and 
between different teams. Soap 
operas do the same, only they 
often replace “teams” with large 
family structures—although 
there are family issues within 
the WWE as well. Both wrestling 
and soap operas have betrayal, 
cheating within relationships, 
strong bonds of friendship, and 
other human relations and ex- 
periences. Revenge and grudges 
are especially known to happen 
throughout their plots. 

In soap operas these resent- 
ments are long-held bitter feel- 
ings towards something that 
may have happened a long time 
ago. For example, character A 
may be angry at character B for 
stealing her boyfriend several 
seasons past, and this grudge 
translates itself into more recent 
escapades. In wrestling, these 
grudges are usually based on an 
embarrassing defeat or a team- 
mate’s betrayal, although usu- 
ally these grudges are not held 
as long. 

Both wrestling and soap op- 
eras can be intensely dramatic, 
and they cater to the audience 
by showing them extreme and 
fictional situations based with- 
in “real life” relationships and 
ideas. In soap operas it may 
be that character A was caught 
cheating on character B only to 
find out that she is holding char- 


acter C’s child. 

In wrestling, this may be less 
dramatic, but serious physical 
fights, often with sturdy metal 
props, make them noticeably 
extreme as well. In fact, to add 
to the fiction, both have been 
known to have characters die, 
only to be discovered living sev- 
eral years—or television sea- 
sons—later. This is not exactly 
a regular occurrence in reality. 
This blatant fiction is furthered 
by the terrible acting in both of 
the television programs. Neither 
program gets one thinking that 
the situations are real, save for 
obsessed watchers. 

Also, soap operas and wres- 
tling share interesting plot 
hooks, which keep the audience 
tuning in, episode after episode. 
Soap operas save their big and 
shocking revelations for the next 
show so that audiences tune in 
to see, for example, whose baby 
a character is carrying. Wrestling 
has grudge matches and clinch- 
ing fights, wherein the rivalry 
is started in one episode but not 
concluded until several episodes 
later when the match finally 
takes place. 

It seems that television net- 
works have finally found a pro- 
gram that draws in males to its 
storyline, like soap operas have 
traditionally done for females. 
The WWE has finally allowed 
males to have something to talk 
about the next day around the 
water cooler. Only now, the con- 
versation is, “Who will take the 
belt?” instead of, “Who shot 
JR?” «? 
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ACROSS 

1. Sifting utensil 

6. Type 

9. TV or tour 

14. IL zip 61411 

15. Nothing 

16. Decided 

17. Sensitive subject 
18. Dairymaid 

19. Actor Martin 

20. Lustful 

22. People 

23. Time to Live 

24. Russian ruler 
26. Bratty kids’ complaint 
30. Most brown 

34. Helped 

35. Frog noise 

36. By way of 

37. Booger 

38. Cut of meat 

39, Closely confined 
40. Distance 

41. Pray over 

42, 1/12 pound 

43. People who write essays 
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wondering 
where those 
zany, funny, 
and ridiculous 
quotes are? 
So are we! 
Send your silly 
citations to editor@thecrown.ca 
and keep us quoting! 
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45. Forcing out 

46. Metallic ore residue 
47. Ultimate, for short 
48. Indian sage 

51. Three foot ruler 
57. Ring or grass 

58. Root beer brand 
59. Bert's friend 

60. Focus on intently 
61. Already eaten 

62. Singer Kravitz 

63. Colloidal solution 
64. Head shake 

65. Lysis (plural) 
DOWN 

. African bushman 

. Thought 

. Duke of ___ 

. Live! 

. Built 

. CBH7N 

. Place 

. Electron tube 

9. Large hawk 

10. Upset 

11. Couple 

12. God 

13. Eve’s home 

21. It is (cont.) 


CNA OS WN 


jiate Presswire Featur 
http://www.cpwire.com 


25. Get really wet 

26. Garbage 

27. Fatha 

28. False gods 

29. Nothin’ but ___ 
30. Copper, zinc alloy 
31. Occurrence 

32. Between then and 


33,.-4-fot 

35. Priest 

38. Dog’s nuisance 

39. Hindu tenth month 
41. Carry writer’s name 
42. Sell more 

44. On land 

45. Not new 

47. Impelled 

48. Rachel’s baby’s daddy 
49. Opposite of “out of” 
50. Upper layer of earth’s 
crust 

52. Car 

53. Three pips 

54. Hotels 

55. Cinematograph 

56. Door openers 
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A Better 


Understanding of 
God's World. 


(Some Assembly Required) 


The Institute for Christian Studies is a gracluate school in interdisciplinary 
philosophy offering students a unique experience of academic cannmunity 


INSTITUTE FOR CHRISTIAN STUDIES 


Christian Graduate Education 


www .icscanada.edu 
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